2016
SEASON
MAMMA MIA!
H A I R S P R AY
EVITA
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THREE GLOBAL
BLOCKBUSTER MUSICALS

THREE ICONIC
FEMALE LEADING ROLES

THREE SHOWS
YOU MUST NOT MISS!
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WELCOME TO

SHOWBIZ
2016 SEASON
As an organisation that has been at the heart of entertainment

We start in Greece, in the 1990’s on the cusp of an idyllic wedding

in Canterbury for 78 years, Showbiz Christchurch (originally

with Mamma Mia! The music is the very best of 1970’s supergroup

Christchurch Operatic) has crafted a rich tapestry of theatrical

ABBA, as the mystery of the story revolves around the wild

history, woven into our wonderful city.

time when the bride to be was born. Hairspray takes us back

2016 will be an extraordinary year of world class Musical Theatre,
and the biggest ever yet staged by Showbiz Christchurch.
Three huge musicals, all extremely popular, all of which have
been released as very successful movies featuring the world’s
most beloved performers. The 2016 season takes us on a journey
around the world, and back through the decades, along the way
capturing the distinct styles and sounds of each era.

to the 1960’s, to Baltimore USA. The music captures a melting
pot of American styles, including Doo-Wop and Rock and Roll
through to early Motown, with a high energy, feel good score.
Evita evokes a tumultuous period of history in Argentina from
the mid 1930’s through till Eva Perón’s untimely death in 1952.
Musically, it is considered a masterpiece of modern musical theatre,
covering musical genres from Requiem Mass, through 70’s inspired
Rock ballads, to the Latinate grandeur of the anthem Don’t Cry
For Me Argentina. Every show spectacular, unique and unmissable.
We could not produce these magnificent musicals without the
support of so many individuals and organisations. It is true to say
that the shows you will see in 2016 are the collective result of the
passion, energy, commitment and service of thousands of people
who are joined together by a love of great musicals! We offer
our heartful thanks to the funders, supporters, performers, staff,
board members, benefactors, Showbiz members, crew, orchestra,
volunteers and of course our wonderful and loyal audience
members, without whom we would no longer be able to do this.
See you at the show!
Michael Bayly
Showbiz General Manager
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A MESSAGE
FROM OUR
PATRON

As patron of Showbiz Christchurch it gives me great pleasure to celebrate the ongoing
success of this valued local organisation with this exciting 2016 season brochure.
In April of 2015 Showbiz returned to the rebuilt Isaac Theatre Royal with a hugely
successful season of The Phantom of The Opera. Following on from the iconic
Phantom, September 2015 brought something completely different - Spamalot,
a new musical “lovingly ripped off” from the iconic film Monty Python and the Holy Grail.
Spamalot received brilliant reviews and was a joyous and irrepressibly silly success.
2016 now promises to be a watershed year with the busiest calendar of shows
that Showbiz Christchurch has ever presented - three powerful shows, all global
box office sensations, all presented in full scale productions at the Isaac Theatre
Royal. Stunning sets and costumes, large show orchestras, and supremely talented
local casts will bring the full theatrical magic and production values of the best of
Broadway for all Cantabrians to enjoy.
Congratulations and thanks to Showbiz Christchurch for bringing these world class
productions to the people of Christchurch.
I hope you will enjoy many a memorable evening of exhilarating musical theatre at a
Showbiz production in Christchurch’s treasured heritage theatre.
Kind regards

Lianne Dalziel
Mayor of Christhurch
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A WORD FROM
OUR PRESIDENT
It gives me great pleasure to introduce Showbiz Christchurch’s
exciting new programme for 2016.
Three fantastic musicals to appeal to all tastes.

We would like to take this opportunity to acknowledge our

Mamma Mia – you don’t have to be an ABBA fan to rejoice in this

NZ Musical Theatre Consortium partners for all three of these

loosely based tribute to the music of the 70’s supergroup (although it

productions. Collaboration with other musical theatre companies

helps!). Its charming storyline takes you to the Greek islands where on

throughout the country in building sets, costumes and properties,

the eve of her wedding a young bride seeks to learn who is her birth

enables us to bring to the Christchurch stage the most exciting new

father. We guarantee you will want to dance in the aisles and sing

releases of the best of musical theatre from the West End and Broadway.

along to the music in the grand finale.
Hairspray – the ‘60’s come to life in a big way. Great fun with song
and dance aplenty – but with a serious message all the same.
Hairspray will appeal to all ages from the young to the not-so-young.
This is the musical to have you kick off your shoes and rock ‘n’ roll!
Evita – we are proud to be able to bring back to Christchurch

We look forward to other planned productions for 2017 and beyond.
Thank you too to all our funders, industry partners and business
sponsors to whom we owe a big debt of gratitude – particularly the
Christchurch City Council, the Rata Foundation, Mainland Foundation
and Christchurch Music Theatre Education Trust. Your support is
greatly appreciated.

audiences one of the classic blockbuster musicals of all time.
This perennial Andrew Lloyd-Webber/Tim Rice collaboration returns

Diane Brodie QSM

to the Isaac Theatre Royal as the third in our line-up for 2016.

Showbiz Christchurch President
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MUSIC AND LYRICS BY

BENNY ANDERSSON
BJÖRN
ULVAEUS
AND SOME SONGS WITH STIG ANDERSON
BOOK BY CATHERINE JOHNSON

Licensed exclusively by Music Theatre International (Australasia). All performances materials supplied by Hal Leonard Australia.
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“Mamma Mia! leaves you uplifted,
enraptured and feeling like a
number one!” – US Entertainment Weekly

A MOTHER. A DAUGHTER. 3 POSSIBLE DADS.
A TRIP DOWN THE AISLE YOU’LL
NEVER FORGET!
It was on March 23, 1999 that the musical Mamma Mia!

Mamma Mia! now comes to Christchurch so we can thrill

had its first audience in London – and it was given the

in the experience, and discover why people all around

kind of welcome it has been getting ever since, every

the world have fallen in love with the characters, the story

night, at every one of the many productions that have

and the music that make Mamma Mia! the ultimate

followed. Original London producer Julie Craymer says

feel-good show!

“The audience went wild. They were literally out of their
seats and singing and dancing in the aisles – and they
still are. Every night.”

Writer Catherine Johnson’s sunny, funny tale unfolds

Mamma Mia! has become a global entertainment

brings 3 men from her mother’s past back to the island

phenomenon, which has now been seen by over

they last visited 20 years ago. The story-telling magic

60 million people worldwide, in over 400 major cities.

of Swedish supergroup ABBA’s timeless songs propels

The original West End production of Mamma Mia! is

this enchanting tale of love, laughter and friendship,

now celebrating 16 years and over 6,000 performances in

and every night everyone’s having the time of their lives!

most successful movie musical of all time grossing over
$600 million worldwide. The stage musical has set the
record for premiering in more cities worldwide faster than
any other musical in history, from Toronto to Broadway,
returning to ABBA ’s original Stockholm home in

31

on a Greek island paradise. On the eve of her wedding,
a daughter’s quest to discover the identity of her father

London, and the blockbuster feature film adaptation is the

MAR

APR

16

Featuring a wealth of original ABBA hits including
Money, Money, Money, Thank You For The Music,
Mamma Mia, Chiquitita, Dancing Queen, Knowing Me,
Knowing You, The Winner Takes It All , and many more.
Mamma Mia! is a musical celebration that will have
you dancing in the aisles!

a Swedish-language production in 2005.

ISAAC
THEATRE
ROYAL

TIME

DURATION

PRODUCED BY

Evening performances at 7.30pm

2 Hours 30 Minutes – incl interval

Showbiz Christchurch

PRICE

CREATIVE TEAM

Starting from $47.50

Stephen Roberston Director/ Choreographer

Price includes GST and a $2.50 ITR Heritage Levy

Richard Marrett Musical Director

Saturday Matinee, 2pm April 2
Sunday Matinees, 4pm April 3 and April 10

All bookings at Ticketek:
0800 TICKETEK or www.ticketek.co.nz
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JUN

08

ISAAC
THEATRE
ROYAL

JUN

BIG MUSICAL. BIG COMEDY. BIG HAIR!
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Hairspray is the multi Tony Award winning musical based

In 2003 Hairspray won eight Tony Awards out

on the cult 1988 John Waters film Hairspray. The songs

of thirteen nominations. It ran for over 2,500

include 1960s-style dance music and “downtown”

performances, averaging an unheard of 99% capacity

rhythm and blues.

for the first two years of its Broadway run, and went

In 1962 Baltimore, Maryland, plump teenager Tracy
Turnblad’s dream is to dance on The Corny Collins
Show, a local TV dance program. When Tracy wins a
role on the show, she becomes a celebrity overnight,

on to numerous international tours. The London
production was nominated for a record-setting eleven
Laurence Olivier Awards, winning for Best New Musical
and in three other categories.

and meets a colorful array of characters. Tracy seeks

In 2007 Hairspray was released as a hugely successful

to right the injustices of segregation on the TV show

movie with a stellar cast that included Zac Efron,

using the power of music and big hair, and takes

Michelle Pfeiffer, Queen Latifah, and most famously,

the audience along on a joyous, feel good musical

John Travolta in an unforgettable drag role as Edna

ride that will have you reaching for a bumper can of

Turnblad, Tracey’s overweight mother and agent.

“Ultra Clutch” hairspray.

“Hairspray the Movie” remains one of the most critically
and commercially successful movie musicals of the
last decade, alongside Mamma Mia!

“Winner of 8 Tony Awards, and 4 Olivier
Awards, including Best Musical”

TIME

PRICE

PRODUCED BY

Evening performances at 7.30pm

Starting from $47.50*

Showbiz Christchurch

Saturday Matinees, 2pm June 11 and June 18

Special School Age Student rate of $20.00

Sunday Matinee, 4pm June 12

for June 11 Matinee

CREATIVE TEAM

* Price includes GST and a $2.50 ITR Heritage Levy

DURATION
2 Hours 35 Minutes – incl interval
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Leigh Evans Director/ Choreographer
All bookings at Ticketek:
0800 TICKETEK or www.ticketek.co.nz

Richard Marrett Musical Director

THE BROADWAY MUSICAL
BOOK BY

MARK
O’DONNELL

THOMAS
MEEHAN

MUSIC BY

LYRICS BY

MARC
SHAIMAN

SCOTT
WITTMAN

MARC
SHAIMAN

Based on the New Line Cinema film written and directed by John Waters
Licensed exclusively by Music Theatre International (Australasia). All performance materials supplied by Hal Leonard Australia.

SEP

DON’T CRY
FOR ME ARGENTINA
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The meteoric life and subsequent death

Evita is one of the great masterworks from the

of The Rainbow of Argentina, Eva Perón.

powerhouse team of Andrew Lloyd Webber (music) and
Tim Rice (lyrics). The concept of a theatrical Rock Opera,

Recorded in 1976 as a two-disc Rock Opera concept

launched first as an album, was building on the success

album, Evita was a huge musical success from its

they had enjoyed with Jesus Christ Superstar. Evita

first release. The famous anthem “Don’t Cry for Me

enjoyed a string of worldwide productions after its initial

Argentina” went to No. 1 in Britain and around the world

London staging and was then released as a major film

in the months following its debut, making a star of the

in 1996 starring Madonna in the title role, and Antonio

recording artist Julie Covington. The stage musical

Banderas as Che. The Showbiz Christchurch Evita is

then opened in London in 1978 making a global star

based on the successful revival production that opened

of its, till then, unknown leading lady, Elaine Page.

on the West End in 2006 to critical acclaim, and then

The West End production won the Laurence Olivier

again on Broadway in 2012.

OCT

01

Award for Best Musical, and then went on to open
on Broadway where it was the first British production

This production of Evita will capture all the grandeur

to receive the Tony Award for Best Musical.

and majesty from the giants of the modern musical,
Andrew Lloyd Webber and Tim Rice. An unmissable

The story of Evita tracks the journey of Eva Duarte,

theatrical experience that will create memories to

following her early life, her meteoric rise to

last a lifetime.

power, charity work, and eventual death, aged 33.
Duarte became Eva Perón, the wife of the Argentine
president Juan Perón and the prototype of the mid20th-century power blonde. The musical explores the
very contemporary idea of fame as an amoral religion.

TIME

PRODUCED BY

Evening performances at 7.30pm

Showbiz Christchurch

ISAAC
THEATRE
ROYAL

Sunday Matinees, 4pm Sept 18 and Sept 25
CREATIVE TEAM
DURATION
Stephen Roberston Director
2 Hours 30 Minutes – incl interval

Richard Marrett Musical Director

PRICE
Starting from $47.50
Price includes GST and a $2.50 ITR Heritage Levy

All bookings at Ticketek:
0800 TICKETEK or www.ticketek.co.nz
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“Winner of 6 NY Drama Desk Awards,
2 Olivier Awards, and 8 Tony Awards,
Including Best Musical”

Lyrics by TIM RICE Music by ANDREW LLOYD WEBBER
Originally directed by HAROLD PRINCE
An Amateur production by arrangement with ORIGIN™ THEATRICAL
on behalf of THE REALLY USEFUL GROUP LTD

TM & © 2006 & RUG Ltd. & RSO Ltd
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ISAAC
THEATRE
ROYAL
TECH
DESK

S TA G E

Grand Circle

S TA G E

S TA G E

Stalls

Dress Circle

 	 PREMIUM

 	 B RESERVE

 	 A RESERVE

 	 C RESERVE

2016 SEASON TICKETS
• Season subscription discounts available for all Premium and A Reserve

• Purchase for all three 2016 seasons prior to Jan 31st and receive
a 30% discount saving up to $30 per seat.

seating purchased prior to January 31st, 2016.

• Tickets must be purchased as part of a single Ticketek transaction

• Purchase Premium or A Reserve seats for one Showbiz 2016 season
prior to Jan 31st and receive a 10% discount.

to qualify.
• The discount does not apply to the $2.50 Isaac Theatre Royal

• Purchase for another Showbiz 2016 season at the same time and
receive a 20% discount.

Heritage Levy component of the ticket price.

Standard pricing for all 2016 Showbiz season performances
Premium

Premium (10+)

A Reserve

A Reserve (10+)

B Reserve

C Reserve

Senior & Students*

$105.00

$92.50

$92.50

$82.50

$79.50

$47.50

$57.50

Book Now at Ticketek 0800 842 538 or www.ticketek.co.nz
All tickets includes GST and $2.50 Isaac Theatre Royal Earthquake Restoration Levy. Normal transaction fees apply.
* Not available for Premium category seating throughout the season, or on Friday / Saturday 7.30pm performances.
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NASDA THEATRE
Musical Theatre Open Mic Night.
9 Singers, 2 Songs each, 1 Pianist and a crowd.
Unplugged and fun.
For enquiries email - wayoffbroadway@showbiz.org.nz

SHOWBIZ REHEARSAL
STUDIOS FOR HIRE
• CBD location – 369 St Asasph Street
• Off street parking and ample free street parking
• 3 Studios, for dance, theatre or vocal rehearsals
• Sprung floors, mirrors, pianos, sound systems and heatpumps
• Modern kitchen and breakout facilities
• Casual hires or regular bookings with competitive hourly /
½ day / day and week rates
• Available 7 days / nights
For information email admin@showbiz.org.nz

SHOWBIZ TRAINING
AND WORKSHOPS
Events / training / workshops in all aspects of Musical
Theatre production and performance
• Audition Workshops
• Technical Workshops
• Specialist visiting tutors
• Showbiz Vocal Studio – weekly group vocal
tuition for Musical Theatre singers of all levels.
Commencing Term 1, 2016
For more information visit www.showbiz.org.nz
or email bookings@showbiz.org.nz
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Officers of Christchurch Operatic Inc.
Patron

The Mayor of Christchurch – Ms Lianne Dalziel

President

Diane Brodie QSM

Vice President

Sarah Buchanan

Board

Violet Blay, Craig Ogilvie, Philip Blacktopp, Nickie Wellbourn, Sarah Roberts

Life Members	Mae Arnold, Sue Beardsley, Diane Brodie QSM, Julie Collender, Gail Deavoll, Zylpha Harrison, Marlene Le Cren,
Beverley Lee, Jill Simmonds, Rita Tie, Markham Lee, Robert Naysmith, Peter Simmonds, Bramwell Sutton
Hon Vice Presidents	Ruth Aitken, Brian Brodie, Fiona Buckley, Allison Collins, Anne-Marie Gilmore, Mary Kirby,
Vicki Morris-Williamson, Liann Scott
Hon Solicitor

Hamish Taylor

Hon Auditor

Harald Breiding-Buss Christchurch Community Accounting

Hon Historian

Zylpha Harrison

Christchurch Music Theatre Education Trust
Chair

Peter Simmonds

Secretary

Zylpha Harrison

Trustees	Sue Beardsley
Diane Brodie QSM
Marlene Le Cren
Hon Solicitor

Mr D Lang (Saunders & Co)

Consultant

Mr B Lee

Showbiz Christchurch Staff
369 St Asaph Street

Michael Bayly General Manager

PO Box 2185

E genmgr@showbiz.org.nz

Christchurch 8140
T 64 3 377 7954
F 64 3 377 5491
E admin@showbiz.org.nz
showbiz.org.nz
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Johnny Morris Production Manager
E prodmgr@showbiz.org.nz
Sandi White Administration & Accounts
E admin@showbiz.org.nz

THANK
YOU

Showbiz Christchurch gratefully
acknowledges the following funders,
supporters and partners:

OPERATIONAL PARTNERS

PLATINUM PARTNERS

DESIGN PARTNER

HOSPITALITY PARTNERS

MEDIA PARTNERS

Freeview HD 40

INDUSTRY PARTNERS
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showbiz.org.nz
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