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As we enter another year of ups and downs and with 
Covid still heavily present amongst the community, I hope 
we can now see a light at the end of the tunnel and push 
through to staging a big show this year!

That show being Matilda – The Musical! We are still 
rehearsing flat out, and there is a huge amount of work 
being done by all of our creatives, contractors, staff, and 
volunteers. However, with the recent Covid level changes 
and Omicron still spreading to record numbers, as you will 
now be aware, the Board have decided to postpone the 
season until September for the health and safety of us all! 

We have a magnificent show coming, and short of other 
unforeseen issues, we are determined to get this show on 
the stage this year…. safely! 

A big thank you to EVERYONE for their dedication so 
far. The children are just gorgeous, the chaperones are 
wonderful, the cast are amazing, the crew, production 
team and creatives have been working tirelessly. 

As you will see in this newsletter, we have been working 
hard to introduce lots of new ideas, workshops, social 
events, and ways to get our wider community together. 

Our goal is to bring the future generations aboard and 
evolve as the  community that we operate in  continues 
to change, while still engaging with our existing and past 
community. This has become a major focus of ours and 
we are thrilled to be able to offer more opportunities for 
more people to be connected with us. I am excited about 
what we have ahead of us . See details of those plans 
throughout this newsletter. 

A big thank you to Craig, Mandy and Suzanne for their 
ideas, hard work and implementation of this vision.

Until then, take care of yourselves and stay positive!

Kia Kaha

Sarah Buchanan 
PRESIDENT

WELCOME
TO OUR SHOWBUZZ AUTUMN EDITION 
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pumau ai te rangatiratanga mo nga uri whakatipu 
Foster the pathway of knowledge to strength, independence,  

and growth for future generations.
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Due to the current outbreak of Covid, we have had no 
choice but to postpone our April season of Matilda - The 
Musical until September 2022.  The Covid Protection 
Framework Red – Phase  3 designation requires a 
maximum of 100 attendees to events and we simply 
cannot operate under this condition. We must be in 
Orange or above. The Covid Omicron variant being highly 
virulent has increased potential  for positive cases and is 
challenging to our rehearsal process and potentially the 
season itself. 

The new season dates are as follows: This is a slightly 
reduced season because of limited availability at the ITR. 

FRIDAY 16  SEPT  7.30pm  Preview

SATURDAY 17  SEPT 2.00pm Performance

SATURDAY 17 SEPT 7.30pm  Performance

SUNDAY 18 SEPT  4.00pm  Performance

TUESDAY 20 SEPT  7.30pm Performance

WEDNESDAY 21 SEPT  7.30pm Performance

THURSDAY 22 SEPT 7.30pm Performance

FRIDAY 23  SEPT  7.30pm  Performance

SATURDAY 24  SEPT 2.00pm Performance

SATURDAY 24 SEPT 7.30pm  Performance

SUNDAY 25 SEPT  4.00pm  Performance

TUESDAY 27 SEPT  7.30pm Performance

WEDNESDAY 28 SEPT  7.30pm Performance

THURSDAY 29 SEPT 7.30pm Performance

FRIDAY 30  SEPT  7.30pm  Performance

SATURDAY 01  OCT 2.00pm Performance

SATURDAY 01 OCT  7.30pm  Performance

SUNDAY 02 OCT  11.00am  Performance

Fortunately the government has put into place the ETSP 
scheme (Events Transition Support Payment) through  
the Ministry of Business, Innovation and Employment.  
We are hoping we can receive some level of support  
from this fund, though this is a big process that could  
take some time. 

We have endeavored to keep the Matilda’s and teams of 
kids performing in current schedules exactly the same, 
except for Saturday 01 Oct at the 2pm performance 
where we have had to make a change. Ticketek will be in 
touch with ticket holders with information about change 
in performance dates. All ticketholders will be informed 
that they will be transferred to the new performance 
based on the same schedule. So someone booked in for 
the Tuesday of the 2nd week will be booked in for the 
Tuesday of the 2nd week in the new schedule. We are 
hoping that this will reduce the number of people wanting 
to change. Alternative dates of their own choice will be 
available for those who can’t make the new dates or with 
tickets to Thursday/ Friday April 14-15 performances. 

We will give current patrons the chance to confirm their 
changes before opening up sales to public, including 
for the preview performance. This is essentially a Dress 
Rehearsal where although it is likely to run as per 
performance, we would reserve the right to stop the  
show if required. This will be priced slightly less than  
other performances. 

For those unable to attend the revised season, a full refund 
is available. Please be patient while Ticketek goes through 
this process. 

This now means that, subject to them moving  
forward, New Plymouth Operatic Society’s  
production will open the NZ Consortium  
season of Matilda. Their dates are July 7-23, 2022. 

SHOWTIME
A (CONSTANTLY) REVISED 2022

Once again, lots of our plans have been stymied by Covid this year. We are constantly having to 
review and regroup and there is a massive amount of behind-the-scenes organisation getting the 

‘stars to align’. As we know you are all aware, nothing is certain and all of our plans could change in a 
moment due to external factors beyond our control. Thanks for bearing with us!
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A CHORUS LINE

MATILDA – THE MUSICAL (Postponed)
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WAY OFF BROADWAY
Will keep the fires burning! 
Way Off Broadway is back, with a couple of variations.  
Fortunately, even under RED, we can run WOB. Note we 
have opted out of a March presentation due to the spread 
of omicron. 

We will have 3 events at NASDA Theatrette that will,  
as always, be no audition. 

Dates are as follows:

1 MAY Open Event

31 JULY 40 Years and over age group

9 OCTOBER Duets 

You can register for any of the above events now  
by emailing Peter Hewson at  
wayoffbroadway@showbiz.org.nz  

Just let him know which performance, what songs (from 
which musical) you wish to perform, and you are in!

At this stage all events are at NASDA, and we thank Sara 
Brodie and Simon Goudie  greatly for their ongoing support 
of the event. We are hoping to utilise the Gloucestor Room 
at the Isaac Theatre Royal again, as we did last year for 
WOB and the Piano Bar with Trevor Jones. We are still working 
out details around this. Watch this space. 

MY FAIR LADY
On hold
My Fair Lady was the first victim of Covid after the April 
2020 season had to be postponed. Intentions to push 
it to  2021 were also shelved and we were booked in to 
present the show in September this year with the CSO. 
Due to the moving of the Matilda season, and uncertainty 
of the economy, it will now move to 2023. Dates to be 
confirmed. 'Wouldn’t it be loverlee’ if we could actually 
put this show on one day? 

MINI MUSICALS
A High School Competition 
This a new concept we are going to pilot this year with 
the hope that it goes well and we’ll be able to make it an 
annual event.  Based loosely on the 48 Hour Film Festival, 
High School student teams will be set the challenge of 
creating a short, original ‘mini’ musical over a weekend, 
and presenting it on the Sunday evening. We are aiming to 
do this from 22nd to 24th of July, the last weekend of the 
school holidays and will be working in conjunction with 
Cashmere High school to host the event. 

CHILDREN AND YOUTH 
WORKSHOPS
More Coming! 
After the huge success of last year’s  workshops in the 
July school holidays, we are planning to run more this 
year at the same time. Last year we focused on audition 
technique (which many children found very useful for the 
Matilda auditions) so this year will have a different focus. 
Details to come. 

In January 2023 we hope to run some Show Pilot 
Workshops for teenagers with Auckland based Stage 
Antics and Music Theatre International, Australia. More 
details to come about this exciting initiative.

Want to help out  
on the organising team  
of a specific event(s)? 

LET US KNOW! MANY HANDS  
MAKE LIGHT WORK

Contact Mandy on prodmgr@showbiz.org.nz

WE NEED YOUR HELP
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BINGO AT THE PROM
Saturday, May 7
Boy do we need some light hearted fun right now!  Once 
the Omicron wave has subsided, join us for a night of fun 
and friviality for members and supporters with the brilliantly 
talented Nomi Cohen and friends hosting a ‘ Prom Night’ with 
the most entertaining game of Bingo you’ve ever played. Dress 
up and compete for the King and Queen of the Prom plus other 
prizes. Booking details to come. 

RECENT EVENTS
BY MANDY PERRY

December 2021 saw us host two social events with special 
teams of people. Firstly a social get together/ info evening 
for our crew and secondly a celebration for the wonderful 
wardrobe teams.

After work on a Friday we held an info night and sausage 
sizzle for the backstage crew. David Bosworth presented the 
set plans for Matilda the Musical and talked about the crew 
requirements for the season.  It was great to catch up over a 
beer and reconnect after so long with no shows to work on. 
Thanks again to Cassels and Michael Bayley for assistance with 
the refreshments and Craig Ogilvie for excellent bbq skills!

The next morning a fabulous morning tea was set up in Studio 3 
with a beautifully set table, tiered plates of treats, bubbles and 
lashings of tea! To top it all off our very own Diane Brodie QSM 
was presented a beautiful cake and flowers in celebration of her 
wonderful leadership of the wardrobe team. A number of others 
will be stepping up to help spread the load on the upcoming 
production this year under Di’s watchful gaze of course! David 
and Sarah presented the set and wardrobe designs for Matilda 
the Musical. It was wonderful to see the range of age and 
experience in the room at this event and have an opportunity 
to have a catch up where there wasn’t a mountain of alterations 
and washing to do at the same time! A big thank you to the 
Little Red Hen (props hire) Company for loan of the beautiful cake 
plates for this special event. 

SHOWBIZ SOCIALITES
OUR COMMUNITY

‘Somethin's comin',  
somethin' good, if I can wait’

WEST SIDE STORY 

LOOK
WHATS 
COMING! 
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SHOWTUNES EXERCISE 
CLASSES 
This is a work in progress! We are keen to do limited run of fun, 
low impact exercise classes to show tunes for any age group! 
This will probably be during May - June - July when it’s getting 
colder and  we need to move a little to keep warm! We’ll be 
looking for a guest instructor for each class who will receive 
a Koha for their mahi! If you are interested in instructing, drop 
our GM Craig an email (genmgr@showbiz.org.nz). We’re also 
looking for a catchy name for the classes. Options so far include: 
JazzHANDSacize, Showrobics, ShowFit, ShowMotion. Any more? 

SHOWSTOPPERS
A Musical’s Choir (for a limited time!)
Another work in process! We know there’s a lot of choirs out 
there, but this will be a bit different!  Focusing only on songs 
from musicals, this will be a short season for rehearsals and 
performances between  May to early September. A more 
relaxed, fun choir, no auditions and lots of our favourite show 
tunes to belt out. (We are also open to a better name if you 
have any ideas!). 

1950s- 1970s REUNION
Saturday June 11
Hot on the heels of the success of the Wardrobe Team High Tea, 
we will do a High Tea Reunion for 1950s to 1970s era members 
(yes, there are quite a few!). We are so fortunate to have many 
65 year old + active members, but we are hoping to hunt down 
others who have not connected with us for some time. If you 
know anyone, please let them know about the dates and drop 
us an email (admin@showbiz.org.nz) with their contact details 
so we can keep them informed. 

2000s REUNION
Friday October 21
The 80s and 90s Showbiz Reunion last year went so well that 
we’ve decided to keep the nostalgia flowing and thus we 
will host an 2000s Reunion on Friday October 21st for those 
involved in shows  from 2000-2009 inclusive.  As per last year, 
we will have a Nibbles and Natter event at Showbiz Studios 
from 7pm onwards. No plans for a dinner on the Saturday this 
time. More details to come. 

WHATS 
COMING

UP! 
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XMAS PARTY
Saturday, November 26 tbc 
In lieu of an end of year Way Off Broadway, we want to have 
a Xmas party with some entertainment from members and 
supporters. We are still working on the details, but there will 
be a chance for anyone to perform on the night, and a great 
opportunity to finish off the year on a fun note! 

We are open to a variety of acts which don't need to be musical 
theatre based. Interested? Contact Peter Hewson at  
wayoffbroadway@showbiz.org.nz

MUSICAL MOVIE NIGHTS
Lumiere Cinema
In future, we are planning to host musicals movie nights at  
the stylish Lumiere Cinema in the Arts Centre. We are thinking 
to either show a classic or a preview of any forthcoming  
new release musical and could do a few of these each year.  
What classics would you like to see?  Drop us an email to 
admin@showbiz.org.nz if you have a favourite we could  
hunt down! 

LOOK
WHATS 
COMING! 

We are making social events a bigger priority this year!
If you have an idea for a way we can get together,  

drop our GM Craig: genmgr@showbiz.org.nz  
or President Sarah: pres@showbiz.org.nz a line. 

IT WOULD BE EVEN BETTER  
IF YOU CAN HELP US ORGANISE IT!
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INDUSTRY HUI AND  
STATEGIC PLANNING
We always feel it’s important to look outwards rather than just 
inwards as we plan our future. With this in mind, Craig and 
Mandy met with various people from the Showbiz community 
and local performing arts industry for a hui in late January. Jo 
Domigan kindly facilitated this session and many ideas were 
discussed which will help with the upcoming strategic planning 
for the Board (April) and management team. The Board are 
considering a number of new ideas to pilot over the coming 
years that will offer more variety in our productions and more 
opportunities for involvement from our diverse community. How 
we more strategically facilitate the development of our ‘next 
gen’ of creatives and techs and make the organization more 
representative of our wider community is also a big focus for us. 
Watch this space! 

OMICRON OUTBREAK 
Phase Three
With the introduction of the new traffic light system the Board 
decided to implement policy for the studios and our shows in 
line with the requirements of our performance venues. From 
17th January 2022 all people over 12 years of age coming into 
Showbiz Studios needed to show their Vaccine passport and 
sign in and out. All people associated with a show need to fill in 
an online form and provide their passport for our records. This 
is being kept confidentially as we may need to prove to the our 
venues that the whole company are double vaccinated. 

Masks are required at Showbiz as is signing in and out at the 
front door. All Covid related policies are subject to constant 
review and change in line with government policy and the needs 
of the organisation. 

HOUSE KEEPING
SAFETY, PLANNING, ORGANISATION

We really hope everyone is doing ok out there. The last few weeks have become  
very challenging due to the wave of Omicron. If you are struggling and need some  

extra support from our community, please do let us know! 

SHOWBIZ.ORG.NZ             @SHOWBIZ.CHRISTCHURCH             @SHOWBIZCHRISTCHURCH

Nothing's gonna change if you don't change it!
9 TO 5

http://showbiz.org.nz
https://www.facebook.com/showbiz.christchurch/
https://www.instagram.com/showbizchristchurch/


MEMBERSHIP REVIEW
More options, more benefits!
Recently we’ve been reviewing our membership structure 
and are about to present a proposal to change it! Our plan is 
to offer more levels of membership at different prices to suit 
most people’s budgets, and a lot more benefits to members, 
including discounts to all of our shows and activities. 
Information on this will be sent out via email/post and the 
AGM will be a chance to give some feedback on this. For those 
unable to attend the AGM, there will be alternative ways to 
offer feedback. 

THANK YOUS
We’d also like to say a special thanks to a number of members 
and volunteers who have helped us keep the Showbiz Studios 
and the grounds in good shape. Grant and Sue Beardsley, have 
done a lot of maintenance work in and outside of the building, 
Grant Robertson from The Light Site helped us fix a loose 
manhole cover recently and Dave Barlthrop and Catherina 
Hengst have helped maintain the carpark area with Dave and 
Darren also helping test and log all the electrical equipment 
on site to keep us all safe. Lastly, a big thanks to Scotty who 
ensures our bins go out each week! All these contributions 
save us money and help the building to look good and be safe.

AGM - POSTPONED! 
The Showbiz AGM was scheduled for March 23rd but the 
Board have decided to postpone this due to Covid concerns. 
The Board will meet again on April 11th and will hopefully set 
a date, likely to be mid to late May, as we need to give 28 days 
notice of an AGM to members. Your subs invoice for 2022 and 
nomination forms for the Executive Board have been sent to 
you by email (or post for those who don’t use email) and we 
are keeping nominations open until April 11th. This year, Nickie 
Wellbourn is standing for re-election and Violet Blay is stepping 
down. Voting forms and Nominee profiles, Agenda, and Minutes 
from last year’s meeting will be sent out after April 11. 

Remember that you do not have to wait until the AGM to ask 
any question about our operations. You are welcome to contact 
us at any time for more information on anything we do. Better 
still, drop in for a cuppa! Craig and Sarah are only too happy to 
make time for you. 
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GAVIN BAILEY
Board Member, Stage Manager
Gavin has been involved with Showbiz for 20 years as crew, ASM, 
Stage Manager and since 2020, Board Member. He is currently 
Stage Manager for Matilda but also keeps himself busy as Executive 
Committee Member for Music Theatre New Zealand (MTNZ) and also 
North Canterbury Music Theatre. Highly committed, Gavin is often 
found on his weekends travelling far and wide to see and support 
other MTNZ member theatre company productions. On the weekdays, 
he is a Building Specialist for the Christchurch City Council. Other 
than theatre he also volunteers for Civil Defence Rescue and fosters 
animals for the SPCA. 

Favourite Showbiz Show to date: Priscilla, Queen of the Desert

NELLIE EVISON
Performer, Supporter, Next Gen Rep  
Nellie is an incredible all rounder! She sings, dances, acts and supports 
us behind the scenes, often chaperoning kids and assisting us in 
running our children’s workshops, and is currently in the cast of 
Matilda. The Showbiz Board also invites her to their Board meetings 
as a next Generation Rep to get a younger persons view on policy and 
projects. When she’s not engrossed in the world of musical theatre 
Nellie is studying at The University of Canterbury in her fourth year of 
working towards a double degree for a Bachelor of Law and Bachelor 
of Science majoring in Environmental Science and Geography! So, 
she’s not only talented, but very smart! 

Favourite Showbiz Show to date: We Will Rock You 

INTRODUCING
OUR PEOPLE 
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DIANA HINTERLEITNER
Production Secretary extra-ordinaire,  
Stage Crew
Currently our Production Secretary for Matilda, Diana has been 
involved with Showbiz Christchurch since 2009 when she crewed for 
Miss Saigon. Generally she’s found backstage in the crew but recently 
we’ve warmly welcomed her on to the Production Team where she is 
a  super efficient multi tasker, and excellent communicator. Growing 
up in Arrowtown, Diana has been involved in musical theatre since she 
was very young, mostly  in Queenstown. Having previously worked in 
the legal profession, and now at the University of Canterbury, she was 
recently appointed as a Justice of the Peace!  In Christchurch, Diana 
has also been involved with PMH Players, Top Dog Theatre and the 
Court Theatre as an usher. In her non theatre spare time, she loves 
to travel around New Zealand, camping and hiking with her partner 
Frank (also a Showbiz crew member). 

Favourite Showbiz Show to date: Priscilla Queen of the Desert

ALAN COLLINS
An extremely familiar face on our volunteer wardrobe team, Alan 
Collins is one of our longest serving active members at Showbiz. 
Starting with us in 1967 as a performer in The Merry Widow, Alan 
graced the stage in many productions before stepping back and 
assisting us in the wardrobe. An adept sewer and detailer, he can 
now be found each week assisting us in putting together our show 
costumes and of course, once in the theatre, as a dresser for our cast. 
Alan was deservedly made a Life Member in 2020 alongside his wife, 
Allison (whom we’ll meet at a later date). Well regarded as caterers, 
the Collins also generously provide a delicious hot dinner for the cast 
each time we do Way Off Broadway. Outside of Showbiz Alan has had 
a huge involvement in Scouting for many many years, loves gardening, 
and lately has been volunteering with Red Cross Meals on Wheels. 

Favourite Showbiz Show to date: Fiddler on the Roof

INTRODUCING
OUR PEOPLE 
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CALENDAR

Here is a list of Showbiz events and other musical 

theatre performances in Christchurch over the 

coming months, as well as the Consortium shows 

(which Showbiz partly owns) that are being 

presented in other centres in case you are looking 

for a great excuse to dash away! 

Got something  
to add to the list?
Please email Craig at genmgr@showbiz.org.nz  
and we’ll add it in the next newsletter.  
We are very keen to know what musicals  
High Schools are doing and when.

21 Arts Centre Ali Harper and Tom Rainey  Great Hall (Lunch) CHRISTCHURCH

24–27 Les Femmes Drop Dead Gorgeous Little Andromeda CHRISTCHURCH

11 Arts Centre Celebrating Sondheim Great Hall (Lunch) CHRISTCHURCH

1  Showbiz  Way Off Broadway NASDA CHRISTCHURCH

5–8 MTD We Will Rock You Regent Theatre DUNEDIN

7 Showbiz Bingo At The Prom (Social) Showbiz Studios CHRISTCHURCH

12–28 NCMT Annie Town Hall Theatre RANGIORA

18–28 Blenheim MT Les Miserables ASB Theatre BLENHEIM

27–29 Kirwee Players Into the Woods Jr Community Hall   KIRWEE

27–29 MUSOC  Ten Minute Musicals Ngaio Marsh Theatre CHRISTCHURCH

10–18 Enchanting A Little Night Music The Great Hall CHRISTCHURCH

21–26 Blackboard Severely Queer Little Andromeda CHRISTCHURCH

28–1 Moonlight Fugitive Songs Little Andromeda CHRISTCHURCH

7–23 NPOS Matilda TSB Showplace NEW PLYMOUTH

8–23 IMTI We Will Rock You Civic Theatre INVERCARGILL

14–23 Halswell Drama Disco Inferno Halswell Hall CHRISTCHURCH

15–21 Centrestage Bonnie and Clyde Community Theatre ROLLESTON 

22-24 Showbiz Mini Musicals Competition Cashmere High CHRISTCHURCH

31  Showbiz  Way Off Broadway (40+)  NASDA CHRISTCHURCH

21–23 Yugto Asian Kiwiana 2 Little Andromeda CHRISTCHURCH

16–2 Showbiz  Matilda – The Musical Isaac Theatre Royal CHRISTCHURCH

16–24 NASDA Chicago NASDA Theatrette CHRISTCHURCH

4–8 Showcase Ent Shrek Isaac Theatre CHRISTCHURCH

28–5 NASDA Grease Court Theatre CHRISTCHURCH

26 Showbiz Christmas Party TBC CHRISTCHURCH

CLICK HERE TO PRINT THIS CALENDAR ‘What’s the  Buzz, tell me what’s a happening?’
JESUS CHRIST  SUPERSTAR

MARCH

APRIL

MAY

JUNE

JULY

SEPTEMBER

OCTOBER

NOVEMBER

MUSICAL THEATRE EVENTS COMING UP!
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