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It’s been a while since we’ve put together a newsletter 
for our members and now that we’ve reached a period 
of relative calm, here we are! We are very aware of how 
much information is thrown at people nowadays, so 
we’ve decided, for now, to do member’s newsletter on a 
quarterly basis at the start of the seasons. Summer (Nov), 
Autumn (Feb), Winter (May) and Spring (August). Aptly, 
we’ve decided to call it, Showbuzz!   

So here is our Summer Edition! It’s been quite an  
eventful few months for us at Showbiz. The cancellation 
of Buddy – The Buddy Holly Story due to the Covid 19 
outbreak was devastating for all involved and the society 
in general. Fortunately, we have had Matilda – The Musical 
to move on to and keep our spirits up. Auditions were 
heavily subscribed with over 370 people auditioning and 
we have gathered an incredibly talent cast to present this 
immensely entertaining show in April next year. Bookings 
open November 22 for members presale, so please spread 
the word and get your tickets asap. We are hoping for a 
sell-out season! 

Additionally, Way Off Broadway continues to be a popular 
night out and recently we changed the venue for 2 special 
performances at the Isaac Theatre Royal to support them 
through these challenging times. We are also very grateful 
to NASDA for their continued support in providing the 
venue and some of their students for each performance. 
Your last chance to see Way Off Broadway in 2021 is on 
November 28th, when yours truly will be hosting! I hope 
to see you there. 

At the end of October we were finally able to host our 80s 
and 90s Reunion, which was a huge success. It was such 
a joy to catch up with so many old Showbiz/ Operatic 
Society friends from over the years. Such was the positive 
feedback, we have pledged to have more reunions. Watch 
this space! 

Also on the horizon next year is My Fair Lady! After 
cancelling the performance in 2020 due to the pandemic, 
we are delighted to be bringing it back to Christchurch 
audiences and we are pleased to announce that the CSO 
will feature as our orchestra. Tickets will go on sale around 
May 2022. 

Sadly, September saw the passing of one of our dear 
members, the delightful Peter Simmonds. Peter was one 
of Showbiz /Christchurch Operatic’s longest serving 
members. There was a beautiful and very fitting send 
off for him at the Isaac Theatre Royal where many of 
our current members gathered to sing in his honour. You 
can read more about him below. Peter, we will miss you 
greatly! 

Lastly, we’d like to acknowledge our new team at Showbiz. 
Longstanding member Craig Ogilvie has come back from 
the Middle East to join us as General Manager, Mandy 
Perry has joined us as part time Production Manager and 
Suzanne Rivers as our part time Financial Administrator 
plus we have a new Intern, Laura Saville. You can learn 
more about them below.  

So what a year! It’s been very challenging, but we are 
feeling positive about 2022 and beyond. From all of 
the Showbiz Board, we wish you all a safe and relaxing 
Christmas and New Year break. 

Sarah Buchanan 
PRESIDENT

WELCOME
TO OUR SHOWBUZZ SUMMER EDITION
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MATILDA – THE MUSICAL
Inspired by the twisted genius of Roald Dahl, the Tony  
Award-winning Roald Dahl's Matilda The Musical is a captivating 
masterpiece that revels in the anarchy of childhood, the power 
of imagination and the inspiring story of a girl who dreams of  
a better life.

A near record number of aspiring performers auditioned for 
Matilda, including over 270 children who went thought a multi-
step audition process before being selected. Matilda has an 
exceptionally talented cast of 19 children, including 3 Matilda’s 
and a double cast of children who will perform in alternate 
shows. Each night there will be 2 Matilda’s in the theatre, with 
one playing the role and the other on standby ready to step in, 
if needed. We also have a further 20 adult cast members and 
we are pleased to note that the show has been fully cast from 
local volunteer performers! 

Once again led by the creative and musical masterminds of 
Director Stephen Robertson and Musical Director Richard Marrett, 
we are also pleased to introduce Hillary Moulder as Children’s 
Coach and Choreographer and Caelan Thomas as Children’s 
Musical Coach. Both are extremely talented practitioners adding 
huge support to this very challenging production. 

Rehearsals are now well underway and looking fantastic.  
This is a show not to be missed.

WAY OFF BROADWAY
Our fourth presentation of Way Off Broadway was due to be 
staged on October 17th at Nasda, however in the wake of the 
unfortunate cancelling of our season of Buddy – The Buddy Holly 
Story, we moved the performance to the Gloucester Room of 
the Isaac Theatre Royal to do what we can to keep patrons 
coming through the doors of the Isaac. MC’d by the irrepressible 
David Chambers, and featuring a very talented line up of 
singers, this special ‘Duets’ night was a sell out! Indeed, next 
year we intend to continue having 1 or 2 Way Off Broadways 
back at the Isaac such was the success of the night. 

For this year, we have one last Way Off Broadway remaining, 
on Sunday, November 28th, at Nasda. Tickets are just $15 and 
selling fast. The final WOB will be hosted by our President, 
Sarah Buchanan.

Public sales open from  
Thursday, November 25th

As a current member, you should have recently 
received your password for 2 x Complimentary 
Tickets to book for Matilda – The Musical online.

You will recall that membership fees were 
waived in 2021 and you received complimentary 

tickets to Buddy which have NOW been 
transferred to Matilda instead.

Members who renew their memberships for 
2022 will receive tickets to My Fair Lady.

MEMBER TICKET INFO!

BOOK WAY OFF BROADWAY

To learn all 
about Matilda!
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MY FAIR LADY 2022
After the disappointing cancellation of My Fair Lady in 2020 
due to Covid 19, we are delighted to be able to bring it back in 
September 2022 with orchestration by the CSO. Directed by 
Stephen Robertson, Musical Direction by Richard Marrett and 
Choreography by Glen Harris (our original production team 
from 2020), we’ll be recasting the show completely but inviting 
all previous 2020 cast members to skip through to the recalls  
stage if they wish to be involved again.  A forever classic, we 
will be auditioning for the show for most roles at the end of May 
2022, however the roles of Higgins and Eliza will be auditioned 
earlier, in mid December.

80s AND 90s REUNION
The last weekend of October saw our well subscribed 80s 
and 90s Reunion take place at Showbiz Studios for a ‘nibbles 
and natter’ on Friday Oct 29th and the Novotel Hotel for a 
dinner on the 30th. It was a weekend of pure fun, laughter, and 
reminiscing for all attending, including several from out of town. 
Sadly, a number of members from Auckland could not join 
us, but we toasted to their good health and good memories. 
Such was the success of the night that we have vowed to hold 
another reunion next year. A huge thank you to the team of VPs 
and other volunteers who arranged the event and set up the 
Showbiz rooms ready for the event. We’ll keep you posted on 
future reunion events! 

WARDROBE STORAGE 
AND WORKING BEE
October continued to be a busy month at Showbiz with a 
working bee. Thanks to the generosity of the Santa Parade Trust 
(with Trustees Jason Reekers, Vicki Morris Williams and Sharon 
Howells), we now have a new cost-effective storage space for 
many of our show costumes at the Santa Parade Trust’s massive 
storage warehouse at QE2. At the working bee, we were able 
to rearrange the wardrobe area, clear out the storage cases 
and move them to QE2. There is now a lot more space in the 
wardrobe area, ready for the Matilda costumes to come in over 
the next few months. A massive thanks to all of those who 
volunteered their time to make this happen and in particular 
Vicki and Scott for a massive effort in the lead up to prepare all 
the cases for travel. 
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AUDITIONS INFORMATION

NEED HELP WITH YOUR  
COVID PASSPORT?

 If you need help downloading or prefer to print 
off and laminate your Covid Passport, drop in 
anytime next week from Monday to Thursday 
9.30am to 1.30pm and Suzanne will assist you!
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CRAIG OGILVIE
General Manager
The team has changed a lot over the last few months. We said farewell 
to our General Manager Paul Christ, who has moved to the COO 
position at the CSO. He was replaced by longstanding member, Craig 
Ogilvie who recently returned to New Zealand after a several years 
working in the Middle East. Craig has been with Showbiz since he was 
19, as a volunteer performer, production manager, marketing manager 
and board member. Craig works full time, Monday to Friday, 9 to 5ish!

MANDY PERRY
Production Manager 
Mandy joins us part time Production Manager. As a Vice President 
member she is also one of Christchurch’s leading practitioners of 
Production and Stage Management. With over 30 years of experience, 
we are so lucky to have someone of her calibre working for us. Mandy 
is working part time on flexible hours due to the nature of her role. 
You might continue to see her at The Court Theatre where she does 
some Stage Managing and Front of House work.

SUZANNE RIVERS
Finance and Administration 
Suzanne has been with us since April as our Finance and Administration 
guru. The height of organisation, we are always amazed at what she 
does and how quickly she does it. Suzanne has worked as backstage 
crew on many Showbiz productions over the years and is also currently  
Treasurer of Canterbury Children’s Theatre. Suzanne usually works 
Monday to Thursday from 9.30 to 1.30. 

LAURA SAVILLE
Intern 
Laura, a recent graduate in Events Management and 
Marketing, has joined us as a part time Intern in order to gain 
further experience in our sector. Laura will be assisting us in all 
aspects of our operations and productions and will be present 
on Tuesdays and Wednesdays and at the odd rehearsal!

INTRODUCING OUR TEAM 



“If I were a Rich Man, digle diga digle diga 
digle diga digle dum”

Peter Simmonds was a very ‘Rich’ man 
indeed, rich in song, love of the theatre, 
and had many fellow thespian friends  
and family.

Peter has had a long, in-depth, and 
wonderful association with ChCh Operatic 
Society/Showbiz . He started in 1950 as 
a chorus member in the show Chu Chin 
Chow. He then went on to perform 
for us for over 6 decades, in 
leading roles on stage and off, 
latterly into governance on the 
executive committee, and as Chair 
of our Trust Board. 

Peter played many roles over the years but his claim to 
fame and most favourite was ‘Tevye’ in our 1974’s Fiddler 
on the Roof, and indeed, he played the role again in our 
1982 production. Amongst other roles he played were 
‘Fagan’ in our 1973’s Oliver, the ‘Cowardly Lion’ in our 
1976 Wizard of Oz and his last role cameoing as ‘Gus the 
Theatre Cat’ in our 2007 Production of Cats. What a 
career! Rumour had it, he was even offered opportunities 
to perform in the West End and on Broadway but  
declined so he could continue contributing to theatre  
in Christchurch.

Peter was so passionate about playing his roles to 
perfection. He would read every word and direction in the 
complete script prior to the first rehearsal of a show and 
knew his lines off by heart ahead of each scene, ready to 

drop his book well before the expected 
date, so he was free to take direction.

As quoted by Sharon Howells, "Our 
grand old gentleman and his wicked 
sense of humour, had that ability to 
make those around him feel special 

and important".

Peter will also be remembered for 
establishing the Theatre Royal Trust  

and his dogged energy and personality 
meant that this theatre was saved.  

A wonderful legacy for  
generations to come.

Peter served on our Executive 
Committee from 1963 to 1989 and 

was a life member since 1973. He was President in ‘74 
and continued his involvement in other areas such as 
backstage, publicity and then in 2000 became Chair of 
the Christchurch Music Theatre Education Trust where he 
was involved in the negotiations of the purchase of our 
new premises. Peter was the Trust Chair right up until 
2017 and then retired from the Trust Board in 2019. 

In 2015 we honoured Peter’s lifetime contribution  
by naming our largest studio after him. The Peter 
Simmonds Studio.

In 2017 he was awarded the Queen’s Service Medal for  
Musical Theatre, something we are extremely proud of 
for all his years and services to Christchurch theatre and 
particularly ours. 

We will so miss his wit, his wisdom, and his wonderful 
stories of life onstage and behind the scenes. 

TO PETER           SIMMONDS 
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